
Th e  W ate r Em e rge ncy Trans portation Auth ority (W ETA) continue s  to plan 

for ne w  fe rry s e rvice  from  Be rk e le y/Albany to San Francis co. Th is  is s ue  of 

Be rk e le y/Albany Fe rry Ne w s  focus e s  on e fforts  to com ple te  th e  

Environm e ntal Im pact Re port/Environm e ntal Im pact State m e nt (EIR/S) 

and s e cure  additional proje ct funding for th e  proje ct. Ple as e  contact 

Sh irle y Douglas , W ETA Com m unity Re lations  Manage r at 415-364-319 1 

or douglas @ w ate rtrans it.org w ith  com m e nts .

Th e  Scoping Proce s s  w as  th e  Firs t Ste p

Th rough  input from  public m e e tings , four pote ntial fe rry 

te rm inal s ite s  in Be rk e le y and Albany w e re  ide ntifie d (picture d 

at le ft) and are  be ing s tudie d in th e  EIR/S. Th e  e nvironm e ntal 

proce s s  got unde rw ay in March  2007 w ith  s coping m e e tings  in 

Be rk e le y and Albany.

Ne arly 300 individual com m e nts  w e re  re ce ive d th rough out th e  

s coping pe riod. Th e  m os t fre q ue ntly cite d conce rns  e xpre s s e d 

w e re : traffic, park ing, th e  e xis te nce  of s tate  and local park lands  at alte rnative  s ite s , re cre ational im pacts  and im pacts  

on w ate r q uality particularly due  to dre dging.

In addition to com m e nts  from  th e  ge ne ral public, th e  Albany City Council pas s e d a Re s olution (by a vote  of 3 to 2) 

as k ing th at tw o s ite s  in th e ir city be  droppe d from  furth e r cons ide ration, including th e  alte rnative  at th e  foot of 

Buch anan and th e  Gilm an s ite . W h ile  th e  Gilm an s ite  is  in th e  City of Be rk e le y, th e  City of Albany’s  borde r is  q uite  

clos e .

For m ore  inform ation on th e  s coping com m e nts  ple as e  vis it w w w .w ate rtrans it.org.

Buch anan St

Gilm an St

Be rk e le y Marina

Be rk e le y Fis h ing Pie r

Com ple ting th e  Draft Environm e ntal Docum e nt

Since  th e  com ple tion of th e  s coping m e e tings , W ETA 

and its  cons ultants  h ave  be e n analyz ing pos s ible  

proje ct e nvironm e ntal im pacts  at e ach  s ite , along w ith  

m e as ure s  to m itigate  s ignificant im pacts  ide ntifie d. 

Th e s e  analys e s  are  incorporate d into a draft EIR/S 

now  be ing re vie w e d by th e  Fe de ral Trans it 

Adm inis tration (FTA). Once  FTA’s  com m e nts  are  

incorporate d, a Draft EIR/S w ill be  is s ue d for public 

com m e nts  for 30-45 days . W e  e xpe ct to h old at le as t 

tw o public h e arings  on th e  EIR/S in e arly Sum m e r 

2008 in th e  Be rk e le y/Albany are a. Com m e nts  w ill als o 

be  re ce ive d via e -m ail, fax, and re gular m ail.  

Inform ation on th e  public h e arings  w ill be  pos te d on 

our w e bs ite  w w w .w ate rtrans it.org.

Findings  To Date

Th e  Draft EIR/S w ill pre s e nt th e  s pe cific 

e nvironm e ntal analys e s  for e ach  of th e  four s ite s  

inve s tigate d.  Som e  of th e  uniq ue  im pacts  of e ach  s ite  

are  s um m ariz e d on th e  ne xt page .

Once  com m e nts  h ave  be e n tak e n on th e  Draft EIR/S, 

th e  W ETA Board of Dire ctors  w ill re vis it th e  viability of 

e ach  alte rnative , and w ill lik e ly e lim inate  a num be r of 

alte rnative s  from  cons ide ration be fore  proce e ding to 

th e  Final Environm e ntal Docum e nt.  Elim inating 

alte rnative s  w ith  s ignificant e nvironm e ntal im pacts  in 

th e  final docum e nt w ill e xpe dite  th e  pre paration of th e  

EIR/S and th e  approval proce s s . 
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TH E ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS CONTINUES 
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As  a re s ult of re ce nt le gis lation, our nam e  h as  ch ange d and our 

m is s ion h as  e xpande d.  De tails  on th e  ne xt page .
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MORE FERRIES ON TH E BAY

In late  2007, th e  W TA orde re d tw o m ore  pas s e nge r 

fe rrie s , w h ich  w ill be  put into s e rvice  on e ith e r th e  ne w  

South  San Francis co fe rry route  or th e  Be rk e le y/Albany 

fe rry route  s ch e dule d for 

2010/2011. Th e  

ve s s e ls  w ill 

als o 

be  available  as  s pare  ve s s e ls  for e m e rge ncy re s pons e  in 

cas e  of te m porary dis ruption of trans it s e rvice  or dam age  

to th e  Bay Are a h igh w ays  and bridge s .  Th e y are  be ing 

built by Kvich ak  Marine  Indus trie s  in Se attle , W as h ington.

Th e  ne w  ve s s e ls  continue  our m is s ion of e xpanding fe rry 

s e rvice  in th e  San Francis co Bay are a us ing ve s s e ls  th at 

are  10 tim e s  cle ane r th an e xis ting fe rrie s .  In th e  pas t 

ye ar W TA h as  aw arde d four ve s s e l contracts , m ore  th an 

h ave  be e n built in th e  Bay Are a in th e  pre vious  10 ye ars  

com bine d. Th e  tw o ne w  ve s s e ls  w ill e ach  h ave  a 19 9  

pas s e nge r capacity, h ave  room  for 35 bicycle s  and w ill be  

capable  of s pe e ds  up to 25 k nots . 

Findings  To Date  (continue d from  front).  Site  im pact s um m ary be low .

Gilm an St

Site  Alte rnative s     

Environm e ntal Is s ue s

A te rm inal at Gilm an re q uire s  a s ignificant am ount of dre dging, and h as  s ignificant 

im pacts  to adjace nt e e lgras s  and rafting bird are as .  Th e  s ite  is  als o oppos e d by th e  

California State  Park s , w h o w ould be  re q uire d to is s ue  a pe rm it for th e  s ite .

Buch anan St

A te rm inal at Buch anan re q uire s  a s ignificant am ount of dre dging.  In addition, th e  s ite  is  

oppos e d by California State  Park s , w h o w ould be  re q uire d to is s ue  a pe rm it for th e  s ite .

Be rk e le y Pie r

Th e  Be rk e le y Pie r s ite  w ould im pact park ing at adjace nt bus ine s s e s  and w ould re q uire  

cons truction of a bre ak w ate r to prote ct th e  te rm inal from  adve rs e  w e ath e r.

Be rk e le y Marina

A Be rk e le y Marina te rm inal w ould dis rupt e xis ting us e s  w ith in th e  Be rk e le y Marina.

MORE FEDERAL DOLLARS 

FOR BERKELEY/ALBANY FERRY SERVICE

In January 2008 Congre s s w om an Barbara Le e  h e ld a pre s s  confe re nce  in 

Be rk e le y to h igh ligh t th e  additional fe de ral dollars  th at w ill be  com ing to h e r 

Dis trict from  th e  re ce ntly pas s e d 2007-2008 Appropriations  Bill. Th e  

Appropriations  Bill include s  $643,000 for Be rk e le y/Albany fe rry s e rvice , w h ich  

both  Congre s s w om an Le e  and Be rk e le y Mayor Tom  Bate s  s trongly s upport.

 “W e  are  continuing to look  for fe de ral e arm ark s  e ach  ye ar as  part of our 

Funding Plan for Be rk e le y/Albany fe rry s e rvice ,” s ays  W ETA CEO Ste ve  

Cas tle be rry. “Each  dollar brings  us  one  s te p clos e r to de live ring th e  proje ct, s o w e  are  grate ful for th e  le ade rs h ip 

of Congre s s w om an Barbara Le e , M inority Le ade r Nancy Pe los i, and oth e r Bay Are a political le ade rs  for s h ow ing 

s trong s upport for fe rry s e rvice  in th e  Bay Are a.”

Congre s s w om an Barbara Le e  

and Be rk e le y Mayor Tom  Bate s

Effe ctive  January1, 2008, a ne w  State  Law  - SB 9 76 - re place d th e  W ate r Trans it Auth ority (W TA) w ith  a ne w  

age ncy, th e  San Francis co Bay Are a W ate r Em e rge ncy Trans portation Auth ority (W ETA).  Th is  bill gave  th e  ne w  

age ncy th e  re s pons ibility to coordinate  fe rry’s  re s pons e  in th e  e ve nt of a dis as te r. Th is  re s pons ibility is  in addition to 

th e  curre nt m is s ion of de live ring ne w  fe rry s e rvice s , s uch  as  th e  SSF proje ct.

Th e  ne w  age ncy w ill be  gove rne d by a ne w  five  pe rs on Board of Dire ctors , four of w h ich  w e re  announce d on March  

20.  Board m e m be rs  include  th e  follow ing appointm e nts  by Gove rnor Arnold Sch w arz e ne gge r: Ch arle ne  H augh t 

Joh ns on, Board Ch air and form e r ch air of th e  W TA Board; Anth ony Intintoli, Jr., Board Vice -Ch air, form e r W TA Board 

m e m be r and form e r Mayor of th e  City of Valle jo; and Ge rald Be llow s , Logis tics  Manage m e nt Office r for th e  US Marine  

Adm inis tration.  Th e  Se nate  Com m itte e  on Rule s  appointe d Be ve rly Joh ns on, Mayor of th e  City of Alam e da and 

form e r W TA Board m e m be r.  Th e  final Board m e m be r w ill be  appointe d by As s e m bly Spe ak e r Fabian Nune z  but h as  

not ye t be e n nam e d. Th e  firs t m e e ting of th e  ne w  W ETA Board of Dire ctors  is  s ch e dule d for Monday, March  31 from  9  

AM to12 noon at th e  Port of San Francis co, Bays ide  Confe re nce  Room , Pie r 1 on th e  Em barcade ro, at th e  foot of 

W as h ington Stre e t in San Francis co. Go to w w w .w ate rtrans it.org for th e  m e e ting age nda.




